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Mr. Willard was nominated and elected to the state legislature 
on the Free Soil ticket. Apparently he had been before this time a 
Democrat. There were five assemblymen from Rock County, of 
whom the Democrats elected three and the Free Soilers two. There 
were sixteen Free Soilers elected from the entire state to the assembly 
and three to the senate. The assembly began at Madison January 10 
and adjourned April 2, 1849. It was a strong antislavery body, 
although the Democratic senator, Isaac P. Walker, was reelected. 
Mr. Willard cast his vote for Byron Kilbourn, the Free Soil candi- 
date. The legislature on February 8, 1849, instructed its congres- 
sional representatives by a joint resolution to oppose all bills for 
organizing New Mexico or California unless they contained a clause 
forever forbidding slavery. Another joint resolution was passed to 
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia ; and on March 31 a vote 
of censure was passed against Senator Walker for his vote in the 
senate on the Wilmot proviso, and his resignation was demanded. 
Practically all parties in Wisconsin were at this time antislavery, 
but the Free Soilers had absorbed most of the Abolitionists and 
Liberty party men and were more radical than the regular Whigs 
and Democrats. 

With regard to the temperance movement in Wisconsin we have 
less information. There was considerable agitation of local option 
during the territorial period. In the legislature of which Mr. Wil- 
lard was a member a bill was introduced to abolish all licenses for 
liquor selling. It did not pass, and as no vote is recorded Mr. Wil- 
lard's attitude is not a matter of record. It was fathered, appar- 
ently, by Samuel D. Hastings, later a well-known temperance 
advocate. About 1852 a strong attempt was made to pass a "Maine 
law" in the Wisconsin legislature ; but we have no information what 
part Mr. Willard took in these activities, aside from the general 
supposition that he was interested in reforms. 

It may be of interest to know that the legislature to which Mr. 
Willard belonged passed a married woman's property act, along the 
lines of the provision rejected in the first constitution. 

THE WISCONSIN STATE FOREST RESERVE 

I understand that there is a monograph or pamphlet or small book 
treating of the record in this state as to the sale of the forest school 
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lands. I have been told that at one time, perhaps twenty or thirty years 
ago, the national government offered several thousand acres to the state 
to be put with certain state lands and form a Forest Reserve, but that 
certain influences prevented the state from accepting the proposed gifts 
of lands for this purpose from the national government ; and also at that 
time, or shortly after, procured legislation authorizing the sale of exten- 
sive areas of forest lands, belonging to the state for the benefit of the 
school funds. 

I may not have the tale exactly correct, but this is substantially as 
I recollect it. What can you supply me in the way of information on 
this general topic, either the pamphlet referred to, or in other form? 

C. G. Pearse 
State Normal School, Milwaukee 

We have not been able to locate any such pamphlet as you 
mention. You know, doubtless, the monograph of George W. Knight 
on Land Grants for Education in the Northwest Territory, but that 
was published in 1885, and evidently the transactions of which 
you speak were of a later date. The following is all the information 
we can find concerning forest lands, but so far as we have discov- 
ered there was no improper use of influence in their behalf. 

In 1878 over fifty thousand acres in twenty-four separated 
townships in northern Wisconsin were set apart for a state park. 
The name was a misnomer; the reservation was intended to protect 
the headwaters of certain streams that drain into the Mississippi, 
and was made at the instance of United States government engineers. 
The Wisconsin land commissioners disapproved of the reservation 
because without their consent school lands were withdrawn amount- 
ing to at least nine per cent of the total reserve. In 1880 a similar 
withdrawal was made of lands at the headwaters of the Chippewa, 
and for the same purpose. This time the commissioners were con- 
sulted and consented to reserve from the school funds 31,402 acres. 
They, however, did not approve of the policy of such diversions, and 
respectfully suggested that such "should be studiously inquired into 
before legislative action, if not refused." 

Whether this was some kind of a political job or not, in the end 
it proved much to the advantage of the school funds. The state park 
lands first falling into Lincoln, then into Oneida County, then into 
Vilas and Iron counties, as new divisions were successively created, 
amounted in 1896 to 55,932.75 acres. By a law of 1897 the com- 
missioners were empowered to cause an estimate to be made of the 
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value both of the lands and of timber thereon. The estimate was 
placed at $34)6,000, whereas, if sold under the old law, they would 
have brought but $81,730. The Chippewa reserve did not have as 
satisfactory a settlement. In 1882 the reserve was thrown open and 
the lands sold at the usual price. 

The abandonment of the state park reserve in 1897 may have 
been at the instance of the lumber barons, but, if so, it does not 
appear upon the surface. It was found that roads and dams within 
the reserve were decaying ; that the danger of fire was very great ; 
and that the best interests of the state would be served by the sale 
of the lands. At any rate the method of selling the school lands por- 
tion secured what was no doubt good value for both lands and timber, 
averaging $10.40 per acre. In fact it shows what might have been 
accomplished with all the school lands if they had not been used to 
attract immigrants rather than to build up a great school fund. 



